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him to the presidency of our nation’s largest
higher education institution.

President Padron’s transformational under-
takings at Miami Dade College, resulting in
174,000 students enrolled, greater student ac-
cess, retention, graduation and overall
achievement, have been hailed as the model
for innovation in higher education. Currently,
MDC enrolls the most minorities nationally—
including the most African Americans and His-
panics. The recent list of awards applauding
MDC’s achievements includes the 2011 Coun-
cil for Higher Education Accreditation “Award
for Outstanding Institutional Practice in Stu-
dent Learning Outcomes” and the “U.S. Presi-
dent's Higher Education Community Service
Honor Roll.”

President Padron’s achievements in higher
education have earned him hundreds of cov-
eted awards, commendations and appoint-
ments. Six American presidents have nomi-
nated him to nationally prominent posts. Re-
cently, President Obama selected him to rep-
resent the United States at the UNESCO’s
World Conference on Higher Education and
appointed him as chair of the White House
Commission on Educational Excellence for
Hispanic Americans. President Clinton named
him one of America’s foremost educators and
President George W. Bush nominated him to
the National Institute for Literacy Advisory
Board and the National Economic Summit.
Among his list of prestigious awards are the
2008 Charles Kennedy Equity Award,” “2008
Reginald Wilson Diversity Leadership Award,”
and the “2008 Innovator of the Year” from the
League for Innovation.

Please join me in honoring Miami Dade Col-
lege President Eduardo J. Padron for his com-
mitment to making quality education acces-
sible to minorities and for his revolutionary
contributions to higher education.
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Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to offer
the following statement along with my col-
league from New York and the original co-
sponsor of H.R. 3699, Representative CARO-
LYN B. MALONEY:

The introduction of H.R. 3699 has spurred a
robust, expansive debate on the topics of sci-
entific and scholarly publishing, intellectual
property protection, and public access to fed-
erally funded research. Since its introduction,
we have heard from numerous stakeholders
and interested parties on both sides of this im-
portant issue.

As the costs of publishing continue to be
driven down by new technology, we will con-
tinue to see a growth in open access pub-
lishers. This new and innovative model ap-
pears to be the wave of the future. The transi-
tion must be collaborative, and must respect
copyright law and the principles of open ac-
cess. The American people deserve to have
access to research for which they have paid.
This conversation needs to continue and we
have come to the conclusion that the Re-
search Works Act has exhausted the useful
role it can play in the debate. As such, we
want Americans concerned about access to
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research and other participants in this debate
to know we will not be taking legislative action
on H.R. 3699, the Research Works Act. We
do intend to remain involved in efforts to ex-
amine and study the protection of intellectual
property rights and open access to publicly
funded research.

———
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RIGHTS PROTECTION ACT OF 2012

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 27, 2012

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | strongly
oppose H.R. 1433, the “Private Property
Rights Protection Act of 2012.” This bill is a
solution in search of a problem. Its sweeping
prohibition against the use of eminent domain
for economic development that would cripple
community efforts at a time when they're
needed more than ever.

There are time honored principles for the
exercise of eminent domain by State and local
governments. | support the Constitutional pro-
tections already in place to prevent taking of
private property without fair compensation.
Governments should certainly exercise great
care in using eminent domain.

Many major economic and ecological initia-
tives would be difficult, if not impossible, with-
out eminent domain. | believe economic devel-
opment is a legitimate use of this tool; my
community has used it for a number of critical
developments, including key high tech projects
that have laid the foundation for decades of
prosperity.

| would support action to prevent abuse and
capricious use of eminent domain. But this bill
would make it nearly impossible for commu-
nities to use it. This bill is too restrictive and
will become an impediment to economic de-
velopment. Its financial penalties could bank-
rupt communities and even the risk of poten-
tial future violation of the law could affect a ju-
risdiction’s borrowing power today.

| urge my colleagues to reject this bill.
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Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, today | offer my
sincerest thanks and appreciation to my Dis-
trict Director, Patrick H. Daly, Jr., for his seven
years of service to me. Pat has been a vital
part of my staff from before | was even elect-
ed to Congress, serving in my Maryland State
Senate office as a Legislative Assistant. As
District Director to a House freshman, he took
on the many logistical challenges of setting up
my three district offices in Kent Island, Salis-
bury, and Bel Air. He also oversaw my case-
work operations, which provided help to 1,200
constituents in the last year. He coordinated
many constituent events and town hall meet-
ings to keep me in tune with my District and
hear the voice of the people. Simply put, Pat
has always been there to see that the job is
done, no matter how large or small the task
may be. Pat has crossed the First Congres-
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sional District too many times to count in the
name of constituent service, and provided
goodwill among its residents that is immeas-
urable. | offer my very best wishes to Pat and
his family for his bright future ahead.
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Jeffrey A. Baugus as the
2013 Santa Rosa County, Florida Teacher of
the Year and the first Santa Rosa County Mid-
dle School teacher to ever win the award.

Benjamin Franklin once said, “Tell me, and
| forget. Teach me, and | remember. Involve
me, and | learn.” It is with great honor that |
recognize Jeffrey Baugus for his ability to not
only teach, but to involve and inspire those
around him. The best teachers are those who
not only educate, but those who strive every
day to actively engage their pupils. Mr.
Baugus embodies this spirit. By supplementing
lessons with humor and advanced technology,
Mr. Baugus gives mathematics a whole new
meaning to his students. Through his innova-
tive teaching practices, he gives his students
the tools to succeed.

Mr. Baugus’s impact is felt both inside and
outside the classroom. He proves that edu-
cation is never ending, and teaches his stu-
dents there is always room for improvement.
Following this mantra, in 2010, Mr. Baugus
completed a Masters in Education in Cur-
riculum and Instruction with an emphasis in
Middle School Mathematics. In addition to his
role teaching Algebra |, he is also an active
member of the National Council of Teachers
of Mathematics, the Florida Council of Teach-
ers of Mathematics, the Air Force Association,
and the Santa Rosa County Council of Teach-
ers of Mathematics, where he serves as Presi-
dent. Today’s award is not Mr. Baugus’s first,
and | am sure it will not be his last. Over the
last few years, he was awarded the 2009 Air
Force Association (Hurlburt Chapter) Teacher
of the Year, the 2009 Santa Rosa County Mid-
dle School Math Teacher of the Year, the
2009 QWBMS Rookie of the Year, and 2012
Teacher of the Year for Woodlawn Beach Mid-
dle School.

The title of Teacher of the Year is an im-
mense honor and is evidence of Mr. Baugus’s
tireless work and dedication to his students
and his profession. Mr. Baugus has proven
himself to be among Northwest Florida’s finest
teachers. The Santa Rosa County, Florida
School District is honored to have him as one
of its own.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am proud to recognize Jeffrey
Baugus on this achievement and his exem-
plary service in the Santa Rosa County School
District. My wife Vicki joins me in congratu-
lating Mr. Baugus, and we wish him and his
family all the best.
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